
       November 

Dear St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
I really don’t know where to start. First it was the fire in Julian that gutted almost half of 

Camp Stevens buildings then the Wild fires that captured many of you and sent you on evacuation 
mode to family and friends. It’s been a scary time here in Southern California but alas help is 
on its way...Advent is just around the corner. But before we get there another beautiful 
American feast day is upon us, THANKSGIVING. We all know God has a plan in all of this  
even if most of the time we don’t see it or can not even figure it out. That reminds me of this 
old story.  

I’m sure you have heard story about four brothers who left home for college. They  
became successful doctors and lawyers and prospered.. Some years later, they chatted after  
having dinner together. They discussed the gifts they were able to give their elderly mother 
who they didn’t see much of because she lived far away in another city.  
The first said, “I had a big house built for Mama.” 
The second said, “ I had a hundred thousand dollar theater built in the house.” 
The third said, “I had my Mercedes dealer deliver an SL600 to her door step.” 
The fourth said, “You know how Mama loved reading the Bible and you know she can’t read  
anymore because she can’t see very well. I met this preacher who told me about a parrot 
that can recite the entire Bible. It took twenty preachers 12 years to teach him. I had to 
pledge to contribute $100,000 a year for the next twenty years to the church, but it was worth it. 
Mama just has to name the chapter and verse and the parrot will recite it.” 
The other brothers were impressed.!  After the holidays Mama sent her Thank you notes. She 
wrote: “Milton, the house you built is so huge I live in only one room, but I have to clean the whole 
house. Thanks anyway.”  “Marvin, I am too old to travel. I stay home; I have my groceries deliv-
ered, so I never use the Mercedes. The thought was good. Thanks.” 
“Michael, you gave an expensive theater with Dolby sound; it could hold 50 people but all of  
my friends are dead, I’ve lost my hearing and I’m nearly blind. I’ll never use it. Thank you for  
the gesture just the same.  ”Dearest Melvin, you were the only son to have the good sense to  
give a little thought to your gift. The chicken was delicious. Thank you!”  

Most Americans will celebrate on Thanksgiving day. One hundred million turkeys made 
the ultimate sacrifice, so that we may stuff ourselves on this important day. Still, Thanksgiving is 
a difficult holiday. True Thanksgiving is getting to be a rare commodity. No wonder some folks 
prefer to call the feast, “Turkey Day.” Authentic feelings of gratitude and appreciation are 
getting hard to find. But as you gather around the table this THANKSGIVING day know that 
the Lord is with you in a wonderful Spirit that transcends space and time. It’s time for us to step 
up to the plate and thank God for our lives even though sometimes things get pretty         

                                             continued on page 2   
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continued from page 1 
tough. Just remember the good times outnumber the bad. I am grateful and here is what we 
need to see.  The happiest people on this planet are those who live with a sense of grati-
tude. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and Advent Season. Help is right around the corner. 

Always in Christ,          Father Wayne+ 
Rev. Canon Wayne F. Sanders           +Priest in Charge 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Fallbrook, CA. 

 

Twenty years ago, when I was driving about southern California doing supermarket 
merchandising, I enjoyed listening to an old-time Southern radio evangelist. He was plain-
spoken and seemed to offer good common-sense explanations about God’s word and prom-
ises. What I remember most about him, however, is that when he wanted to describe the 
true test or worth of something, he would use the words of a popular tire company commer-
cial, “That’s where the rubber meets the road.”  

Well, during the week of October 22, we all learned about “where the rubber meets 
the road” at St. John’s Episcopal. The Fallbrook Fire brought us a true test of our love and 
cohesion as a church family, and, in my opinion, we bravely withstood all that Mother Nature 
had to throw at us. I was especially impressed by how many of our number would not rest 
until they knew that all of our members were safe and out of danger. I was also gladdened 
by the cheerful attitude of faith that everyone adopted during their period of evacuation.  

Nevertheless, after having had the Gavilan Fire of 2002 come through my own 
neighborhood, I can assure you all that we will see again “where the rubber meets the road” 
during the long period of recovery which will follow this tragedy. Beyond offering immediate 
help where necessary, the most important thing we can do right now is to understand and 
help fire victims mourn their loss. Then, when God’s peace falls upon them, and they too 
know that their lives will be resurrected, lend a hand or an ear to assist and reassure 
them. The preliminary plan for recovery in our Diocese spans a minimum of two years.  

Since Jesus never shrank from talking about money, I guess that I should not try to 
avoid the subject either. During the month of November you will receive a letter asking for 
your financial support of St. John’s throughout the upcoming year. Take a moment to read 
and reflect upon the letter, and just count the wonderful things that we, with Our Lord as our 
guide, have accomplished over the past year. With your continued support, we will go on to 
do even greater things in His name. As always, I thank you for your generous giving back to 
St. John’s of those gifts of time, creativity and resources that God has given you. 

Dale New   Senior Warden 
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PARISH NOTES

  

There will be a Sunday school outing to see a 2pm matinee of “Scrooge” 
at the Mission Theater on December 2nd.  There are a few tickets left.  If you want 
to go please call 723-1608.  

Fr. Sanders will officiate at the THANKSGIVING DAY services at 10am.  at 
All Saints church in Vista.  All are invited to attend.  

For those of you who may have missed the announcement at church, we 
have been given a pair of Episcopal and U.S. flags by St. Stephen’s, and $1,500. 
by St. James of La Jolla.  We thank them heartily, and the vestry is hard at work 
planning how best to put this wonderful gift to work.  

We have been pleased to recognize some familiar faces back with us as our fall 
season begins.  Blanche Spurlock came from her Bonsall home and then for two Sun-
days we had Richard and Jane Jurkiewicz, and their adorable brown-eyed grand-
daughter who was giving Jean a good sprint to catch up with her on the way out of 
church.  They are still in Hemet as work on their Arizona home has not progressed.     

Also good to see Bea Highlen to complete the sister-act we were accustomed 
to with sister, Franya Sidoroff.  We had Sunny Blackmor’s daughter Summer visiting 
for awhile since she was staying with Sunny and Bill while she was looking for a place 
to live.  Sunny has some interesting experiences to relate from her time in the service.    

Traveling has been on the agenda for some and we hope they had pleasant and 
tranquil vacations, unlike Fr. Sanders flight around Denver.  John and Pam Stephens 
had a brief respite from all of their work by having a trip to Montana.  Dr. Steve and 
Gail Jones were fortunate to be in the Greek Islands but due to Newsletter deadline no 
report from them or from Patty Campbell who with her daughter Aisha were in Wash-
ington, D.C. for a week.  Former members Marilyn and Don Luck did a motor tour 
which took them to many areas including the Dakotas, Colorado and Oklahoma where 
they visited with John Kunau who attended the 10am service before he and Sally 
moved to Norman.  Sally, unfortunately lost her battle with lung cancer, shortly after 
they moved.  It is a blessing to have Kathy Witkoff back in Fallbrook after her recu-
peration period in the L.A. area and to see her be able to visit with her dog for the 
Blessing of the Animals was special. If any of you have some time, we hope you will 
join in sending some cards, either postcards you have on had from some of your travels 
or thinking of you type cards to Isabella Deborn, Frankie Schwenderman’s 6yr.old 
granddaughter. She is having difficult chemo-therapy treatments. If you have family 
members living out of state and would be willing to participate in this also. 

The address is:   ISSABELLA DEBORN  1078 PEACEFUL LANE  SAN JACINTO, CA 
92582 
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FIRE UPDATE    

      The flames are out and it's time to begin the recovery process, to thank 
God for those homes that have been saved, and to pray for courage and 
peace for those among us who have had losses.   As you know by now, 
Daniel and Julie Peck's home was destroyed, and some of us have been 
reaching out to them to try to help. We had thought that an Ash-sifting Party 
would be useful, but Julie now tells us that their property is too dangerous for 
anyone to try to go through the rubble. When they move into a more semi-
permanent dwelling place they may need household goods and furniture. At 
this point, they do not plan to rebuild in Fallbrook. To convey our prayers for 
their recovery, Mary Mazy has made lovely prayer quilts for both Julie and 
Daniel.   

      Jane Millsap's daughter and son-in-law Sheila and Leland Jones have 
also lost their house, and we pray for comfort and courage for  them, as well 
as for Jane.  They have found a house to rent in Escondido.  They will rent 
furniture until they know when and if they will rebuild.   

      Don Wheeler from St. John's Anglican also was made homeless by the 
fire. He has been able to find a rental, which the members of the church have 
helped him furnish, and he is moving ahead with rebuilding on the same spot. 
His address, for those who would like to send cards, is 4238 Olive Hill Road.    

     Our own Bill and Sunny Blackmore had to flee the All Seasons Trailer 
Park with only seven minutes to evacuate. They are currently living in their 
motor home near Carlsbad.   Peggy and Ken Johnson narrowly escaped 
losing their house when the fire came up Red Mountain Heights and are now 
dealing with cleaning up ash and waiting for their electricity to be restored 
next week.   If anyone knows others in our parish who have been affected by 
the fires and who need prayer or practical help, please let a vestry member 
know.    

Patty Campbell, Clerk of the Vestry   
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My Hero 

by Sydney Nocon (5th Grade Student)  

My Great Grandma is amazing.  She has curly white hair and a beautiful smile 
that makes me happy.  She is a very strong person for all that she’s been through.  
When she was about 25 years old, she was caught in a house fire that had burned 
her skin badly.  She was in the hospital for 4 months recovering from her burns.  But 
that never stopped her from being happy.  After she made a full recovery, she met a 
wonderful man named John Pearson.  He was an incredible man who worked for the 
US Navy.  Ir must have been hard to have someone you love go to war on the other 
side of the world.  After he came back, a miracle happened and they were blessed 
with a beautiful baby boy names Larry Pearson.  About 5 years later, they were 
blessed with twin girls named Marlin and Carolyn.  My Great Grandma continued to 
live a happy life, until the doctors discovered a bubble inside of her called an 
aneurism.  If it would have popped, she could have lost her life.  She had surgery on 
it and fully recovered.  After 60 wonderful years of marriage together, her husband 
began to have problems with his heart.  Before he died my Great Grandma was sit-
ting down with him in the hospital, he pointed to the wall and said there were angles 
on the wall.  A few days later, he passed away.  It was a really sad day, so sad I 
skipped a day of school.  We had his funeral in Nebraska and saw his gravestone.  It 
was hard to get over it but she had family along the way to help her.  She had a rough 
time but still didn't stop her from having faith.. I felt so bad for her since she was now 
is alone.  She was very lonely and didn’t have anyone to talk to until she got a Shi-
atsu Terrier named Jojo.  She was very cute and really hyper.  She spent time with 
her for a couple days until one day, when the dog had to go potty; my Great Grandma 
let her out for awhile.  She did not know that dog was a good digger.  The dog dug a 
big hole by the fence and escaped.  We looked for her all day but we couldn’t find the 
dog.  My grandma was sad but that didn’t stop her from having faith.    

Now, I don’t want you to think that my Great Grandma doesn't have fun.  She 
loves to travel and play with hr great grand kids, spends time at church functions, she 
volunteers at the thrift shop and most of all, spends time with her family.  Sometimes 
the whole family goes to my Cousin Sara’s house and we swim in their pool, Great 
Grandma is always there.  Even my Great Grandma likes to swim and she’s 82.  Her 
new dog is a spunky Chihuahua called Sassy, but she is very cute and licks you all 
the time.  If it wasn’t for my Great Grandma, Sassy would have gone to the pound but 
she adopted Sassy.  Not long ago, my grandpa’s Pepper passed away and it was a 
very sad moment.            continued on page 6 
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2007 
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

Date    1st Lesson        Psalm             2nd Lesson                      LEM ____

 

Nov. 11            Dale New              Dale New                     
          Job 19:23-27         Psalm 17            ____

 

Nov. 18      Patty Campbell                     Patty Campbell Rebecca Brown          Jane Millsap  

    Malachi 3:13-4:2-5-6        Psalm 98       2 Thessalonians 23:6-13  ____

 

Nov. 25   Frankie Schwenderman     Frankie        Keith Goard          Keith Goard  

   Jeremiah 23:1-6         Psalm 46                Colossians 1: 11-20   ____

 

Dec. 2           Gail Jones      Gail Jones         Jane Millsap                             Jane Millsap  

     Isaiah 2:1-5            Psalm 122      Romans 13:8-14     ____ ____ 

Dec. 9           Dale New       Dale New               Franya Sidoroff  Dale New  

     Amos 6: 1-7        Psalm 146       1st Timothy 6:11-19   ____

 

Dec. 16        Rebecca Brown     Rebecca       Patty Campbell     

   Isaiah 35:1-10       Psalm 146       James 5: 7-10    ____

 

Dec.23       Patty Campbell       Patty Cmapbell         Rebecca Brown           Jane Millsap 

                 Isaiah 7:10-17         Psalm 24:1-7        Romans 1: 1-7   ____ 

Dec. 30.        Gail Jones       Gail Jones       Frankie Schwenderman           Keith Goard  

   Isaiah 61:10 62:3          Psalm 147        Galatians 3:23-25 4:4-7  

Prayers of the people are led by the 2nd Reader

 
continued from page 5 

My Great Grandma and I felt so bad.  A few weeks after Pepper’s passing, my Great 
Grandma’s brother-in-law passed away from a heart attack.  We went to his funeral in a 
church in Hemet, CA.  It was a long drive but it was worth it.  When we got there I saw 
my Great Grandma cry.  I know she is very strong and could get through it.  She also 
had funky and groovy times at my mom's 40th birthday party.  It was an eighty’s theme 
party and we all had a blast.  My Great Grandma was laughing because my uncle 
dressed like a pirate and it was really funny.    

The reason I wrote about my Great Grandma is because she is a strong person 
and inspires me to be strong no matter what happens even if the sky falls down.  That 
is why she is my hero. (Norma Pearson is Great Grandma) 
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“WEDNESDAY  NIGHT LIVE” 

December 5th  —  

6:30pm—8pm 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church 

In The Community Room  
Because of the fires vestry has decided to postpone the next Wednesday Night 
Live until December 5. On that night we'll meet at St. Peter's at 6:30 for soup and 
salad, and then continue with our study of healing prayer and the healing mira-
cles of Jesus. Patty Campbell will lead the discussion.   

I think it is important to end on time at 8pm so however far we have got-
ten with the lessons we will close with a prayer and thank everyone for their 
sharing of the Word, something we do not usually do on Sunday in our tradition.  
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP.          Fr. Wayne  

THE STORY OF HANUKKAH 
Every year at some time between the end of November 
and the end of December (Dec. 5th, 1st day) 

Jews around the world celebrate the 8-day holiday of 
Hanukkah (Chanukah), the festival of Lights.  Chanu-
kah begins on the 25th day of the Hebrew month of 
Kislev, but the date on the Western calendar varies 

from year to year.  The holiday celebrates the victory of the Maccabees and 
the rededication of the Jerusalem temple—events that took place over 2,300 
years ago in the land of Judea, which is now Israel.  It also commemorates the 
miracle of their Menorah’s oil that burned for eight days, even though they only 
had enough oil for a day.  Each candle is called the Shamash, which is lit first 
and then used to light the other candles.    

Source: Holidays.net  



Page 8 November 2007   The Ark 

Prayers & Squares 

Quilts are provided at the request of pa-
rishioners who have family or friends in 
need of prayer. Once completed, the quilts 
are displayed and parishioners are asked 
to stop by and say a prayer for the person 
for whom the quilt was made, and tie a 
knot. Once the quilt has been tied I am 

recommending the parishioner that requested the quilt make the delivery 
arrangements. 

Request forms will be available on Sunday after the 11:00 a.m. service, or 
call me, or email your request (mmazy@sbcglobal.net) 

Mary Mazy   

Altar Flowers 
Pam and I want to thank each and 
every one of you that have signed-up 
to bring flowers to adorn our Altar. It 
is truly a delight to see such wonder-
ful arrangements. Please keep the 
flowers coming for the month of No-
vember and December   The sign-up 
sheet is on the Greeters table. Thank 
you very much and God bless you! 

Kathy Witkoff & Pam Stephens 

Altar Guild 
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Why Go To Church?    
If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! If you're spiritually dead, 

you won't want to read it. If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope!     
A Church attendee wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and com-

plained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 
years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 ser-
mons.  But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think 
I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."     

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor"

 

column.  Much 
to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this 
clincher:   

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 
32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single 
one of those meals. But I do know this... They all nourished me and gave me the 
strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I 
would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had  not gone to church for nour-
ishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"   

When you are DOWN to nothing....God is UP to something! Faith sees the 
invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our 
physical AND our spiritual nourishment!   

When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, "Jesus,  could you get 
that for me...... while I tell this to your children??" 

Rock Climbing Party at Solid Rock Gym in San Marcos 

Saturday Nov. 17th 10:30 - 12:00 

FREE

 

Pizza. 
We have two hours of climbing and a half hour in the room where we can eat pizza. The 
cost for the Gym is $15.00 per head, with an instructor to give some lesson on "How 
To ..." and then go to it!    
We will be joining the Youth from All Saints Church.  Every kid under 18 years of age, will 
have to have permission from a parent signed on a form they are sending to us. Parents 
that are not planning on taking their kids would have to contact Fr. Carr (726-4280) 
ahead of time, to sign their permission. 
http://www.solidrockgym.com/ 

Solid Rock Climbing Gym 
992 Rancheros Drive, San Marcos      760-480-1429 

http://www.solidrockgym.com/
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