St. John’s Episcopal
Church
Fallbrook CA

“THE ARK”

July 2007

BACK IN FALLBROOK, 46 PEOPLE CELEBRATED THE
FIRST ST. JOHN’'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH SERVICE

Dear Saint John’s Episcopal Church,

Whenever | hear someone say how proud they are to be an American or
proud of their children or proud of their baseball team or whatever we may take
pride in, | am reminded of the words of Christian singer Wayne Watson. Wayne
says, “The older | get, the less there is to be proud of and the more there is to be
thankful for...I'm more thankful for my family than | am proud because | realize
most of what they are is out of my hands. continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

Most of what has happened to me in my career is not a result of me walking the
streets of Nashville with songs trying to get them cut or trying to get a record

deal. Most of it has been the blessing of God. So my ‘thankfulness’ list is growing
much longer while my ‘proud’ list is becoming much shorter.”

| think Watson is right on target. | don’t know about you, but | can say with-
out a moment’s hesitation that | am thankful to be a free citizen of this wonderful
country.

Like many of you, | was born here, so America was a gift to me. | can’t say
it's something | achieved, something | earned, or something | take pride in. It just
happened by the grace of God. And | consider myself one blessed person.

| consider our Episcopal Faith community here in Fallbrook to be one

Blessed family. We could not have asked for a better place to have our first
“Thanksgiving” service than at the “COMMUNITY CENTER” of the town God has

called us to serve HIM in. Maybe God is telling us something and | think we all
hear it.

First, God is reminding us that we have so much to be thankful for. We
may be free, but we are also tremendously indebted to the one who gave his life
for us. And as you enter the Sanctuary at St. John’s Episcopal Church meeting in
the community center of Fallbrook you will see the symbol of our true freedom, the
Risen Cross of Christ! We have so much to be thankful for on this Independence
Day, 2007. We are free, and we also owe a great debt that can never be repaid.
There is freedom at the cross of Calvary.

Come join us as we worship together and :God forbid that | should boast,
save in the cross of Christ my God.”

The Rev. Canon Wayne F. Sanders

“Preach the gospel all the time.
If necessary use words!”
St. Francis of Assisi
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SYRANSEDS FIaAM TOUR

In all my 33 years at St. John’s Episcopal Church, | have never
experienced a more joyous and proud “double-header” weekend as the
one | had June 9 and 10, 2007. These dates marked, of course, our
wonderfully successful “Used Treasures Sale” benefiting the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society and our glorious return to Fallbrook with
worship at the Community Center.

The success of both of these activities is testament to what de-
termined people of God can accomplish when they commit themselves to
achieving a worthy goal. We are especially indebted to Ruth Mowat and
Debbie Chaney for their organizational skill, efficiency and leadership
as committee chairpersons for the Used Treasures Sale. For the
beauty of our first worship service, we must also offer our special
thanks to Kathy Witkoff of the Altar Guild, Kathy Wood, our Music
Director, Peggy Johnson of the Parish Life Committee, and, last but
not least, “our ecclesiastical engineer” Steve Jones who transformed a
bare hall into a holy place. They were all leaders who inspired us to do
our utmost in carrying out the mission the Lord has given us.

Again, | am so proud of you for using the talents God has given
you to “step up to the plate” and get the job done. And, speaking of
stepping up to the plate, | hope to see you all at the Padres Episcopal
Night, July 6, with Bishop Mathes throwing out the first ball, it will
surely be a winner!

Dale New, Senior Warden
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SHOPPERS AT THEUSED TREASURES SALE

Our rummage sale—pardon me, | mean our Used Treasures sale—was a
smash success. Lots and lots of folks helped with donations, pricing, trans-
porting, setting up (at six am!), selling, and breaking down. And we had a
great fun time doing it. The community turned out to buy in droves, and we
sold, sold, sold. Ruth Mowat, ably assisted by Priscilla Mowry and Debbie
Chaney, masterminded the whole feat with skill and experience. Families

found great prices on clothes, furniture, appli-
ances, and toys. Debbie’s homemade cookies
and bottled water were a big hit (sold out!) and
many book lovers went away happy with the
bargains they found at Patty Campbell’s book
table. Kathy Witkoff's patio was the loading
dock for donations all week; Steve Jones pro-
vided the big banner; Mary Mazy designed the
flyer, East Bros. donated the space, All Saints
loaned tables, and many other folks are also
deserving of thanks. Kathleen Hutchison of
Naval Relief was there to spread the word
about the good work of their organization, and
the bottom line is that we will be able to give
them a check for about $1,500.00




