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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Fallbrook, California
July 2008

Dear People of St. John's Episcopal Church

Just had our second Thurs noon Healing Holy Eucharist service at St. Peter's Catholic
Church. We are still experimenting whether that's a good time to get together and pray or is there
another time that might be more convenient? | am willing and ready to go anywhere we can to get two
or three together in prayer. But the Chapel is working out for those who have gathered so far. Also
please don't forget that | am trying to visit everyone in their homes this summer but need your time on
when is most beneficial to meet you. That sign-up sheet is on the greeters table every Sunday for your
to see what times are still available. Also please sign the card for Bishop Mathes as he leaves for the
Lambeth Conference.

Just a couple of thoughts on Jesus for your meditation and or discussion.

He was born in the small village of Bethlehem and grew up in a village of about 300 people
on the fringe of the Roman Empire. No one expected him to amount to anything, except his par-
ents. In fact, there was a saying about nothing good coming out of Nazareth. He had a youth so un-
eventful that only the family story of his being lost was worthy of being recorded. While other young
men were raising families and being involved in village life, Jesus went his solitary, apparently useless
way in his father's shop.

But one day he abruptly left his family and his village to roam the country in search of
God. He thought he found God's messenger in John the Baptist. But after following John for awhile,
Jesus realized that John was singing the wrong words to the right tune. So, Jesus began to write his
own ballad to God.

His message was simple: Do good and avoid evil, love God and neighbor. And constantly
repeated the refrain which was: "God is within you and among you." The people thought that sounded
a lot like their ancient promise of the Kingdom of God. Jesus accepted their understanding and told
stories about that Kingdom. But Jesus did not encourage their version of the Kingdom. He fed some
people but did not create a welfare system; he cured some people but did not build hospitals. He did
not tell them to overthrow their oppressor but to pay to them taxes. He did not tell them to fight Ro-
man soldiers but to walk with them an extra mile.

In spite of Jesus trying to teach people the reality of the gracious presence of God, they
chose to regard him as a threat. The tragedy was not that Jesus failed or even that he was exe-
cuted. The tragedy was that in spite of his best intentions and wondrous deeds, this divine hero was
drawn to disaster by flaws in the situation and by a misunderstanding of reality. ~ continued on page 2
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The original message of Jesus was that God is already in us and among us; the message is
still the same today. So, if you are waiting for God to come into your life and cure your cancer or save
your job, you too misunderstand the reality of God's presence. God is already in your life and in the
faith Community at St. John's Episcopal Church. If that is not enough for you then we need to talk.

See you on Sunday, if not sooner,
Love and Prayers,

INANT A mio-weEK LIFT?

Then plan to do your in-town errands Thursday late
morning, and afterwards drop in at St. Peter’s Catholic
church for our half-hour healing service at noon. Starting
June 19,

Fr. Sanders will lead a beautiful liturgy and Eucharist every
week, and you will go home with God's peace in your heart.

Bring your health and life concerns to the Lord, both
for yourself and for those you love. You might even invite your
ailing neighbor or friend. The service will be held in the chapel
at the left side of the main sanctuary, where the doors are open.

Fr. Wayne+

1 tesspoovry befoce
meajs o+ 3t bedtime .
A tblspaoon on Sunday.
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pain o Ailscomfort.
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A couple of Sundays ago, Father Sanders
preached on the Ten Commandments, putting them in
context for their time. Ever since, | have been pondering
some of the broader implications of this Owner’'s Man-
ual for life here in Fallbrook in the 21 century. These
thoughts were triggered by the excellent piece in the
last issue of The Ark on the sixth commandment, “Thou
shalt not kill,” showing how it can be violated with a look
or a word rather than a knife or a gun by those in power.
A conversation with one of our parishioners about her
overbearing boss confirmed this insight.

1]
Y_OU Sha” not The first and second commandments, forbidding
give false ustomake any other gods or images more important in
. our lives than the Lord, may seem archaic. Of course
testimon y we’re not going to worship Zeus or Ashtoreth. But we
against your are constantly tempted by advertising and our material-
. ii istic society to put the goal of financial security or pos-
neig hbor. sessions or losing weight or a nice house at the center
Exodus 20°16 of our thoughts and desires, rather than God.

And how about not taking the name of God in
vain? How easy it is to slip into careless habits of blasphemous speech, when every
reality show on TV features people crying, “Oh my God!” to express surprise, and
casual exclamations of “Oh, Christ!” are all around us.

Keeping the Sabbath a day of holy rest is difficult for those of us who work
hard and long during the week and have little time on the weekend for those errands
and tasks we need to do to keep our lives in order. But if God Himself needed to rest
on the seventh day, what makes us think we can ignore this commandment? Letting
colleagues know you don’t do business on the Sabbath is amazingly effective, | find.
And not turning on the washing machine or the computer. But enjoying the beauty of
God’s natural world by gardening or walking or doing sports, and having long phone
calls with people you love certainly come under the heading of remembering the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy.

The contemporary applications of the commandments against dishonoring
parents, adultery, stealing, and lying we are still pretty clear about. However, although
we may nhot covet our neighbor’s maidservant or his ox, what about his Ferrari?

The final word on the interpretation of the commandments, of course, was
given us by Jesus. And notice that the Ten Commandments are all in the negative,
while Our Lord’s instruction was glowingly positive. “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and all your mind, and all your soul, and your neighbor as your-
self.” Nothing more needs to be said, for all times.

--Patty Campbell






