
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Fallbrook, California 

February 2008 

Dear brothers and sisters of St. John's Episcopal Church,    

Here's a story from my recent trip to Charleston, South Carolina about a country 
preacher who was all wound up in his sermon. He was saying, "Oh, brothers and sisters, it's 
gonna be a good week, I know it is. We got the Devil.Yeah, we caught him and we got him all 
tied down in the basement.  Yes, we do.  But he ain't so tied up that he can't get loose and 
get you, Brother Jonah." That woke Brother Jonah out of his daydreams and got his attention 
real good, which encouraged the preacher, so he got even more wound up.  "Oh yes, broth-
ers and sisters, we sure have caught old Devil and we got him tied up down in the basement.  
Yes, we do.  But he ain't so tied up that he can't get loose and get to you, Sister Mary Ann, if 
you ain't careful." Sister Mary Ann sat up and squirmed a bit in her seat.  Oh, the preacher 
has the whole congregation under his control -- that is, all except for three little boys poking at 
each other about four rows back.  Preacher thought he'd try it one more time, so he said, "Oh 
yes, boys and girls, it's gonna be a great week, I know it is, because we've got the Devil all 
tied up in the basement.  Yes, we do. But he ain't tied up that he can't get loose and get Billy 
Thompson, if you aren’t careful.” At that, little Bitty stood up and said, "Well, preacher, if you 
can't tie him up no better that that you might just as well turn him loose.”   

Ash Wed is just around the corner -- a time of as the expression goes, "tying up the 
Devil". By that this preacher means, a time of turning away from sin and digging deep into our 
souls for spiritual refreshment.  This Lent I am inviting you to do something a little bit different   
A friend of mine and actually your friend too as he tried his best as President of the Standing 
Committee to stop the powers who were breaking away from the Episcopal church a short 
while ago.  His name is Father Robert Certain retired Rector of St. Margaret's in Palm De-
sert.  He has written a very timely book called, "The Spiritual Quest".  I have to admit I haven't 
read it completely but I would love to invite you and your family and friends to journey this 
Lenten season with me after the Wed evening Desert and Coffee fellowship at St. Peter's           
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Community room where we met last year.  The book does cost $15.00 and I ordered a bakers 
dozen to start out with. Are you ready to do something different to wake yourself up from the 
"tying up the Devil" in the basement to a group study of one of my Heroes of St. John's  
Episcopal Church, Father Robert Certain's study guide to our Spiritual Quest.   

Looking forward to seeing you on Feb 6, Ash Wed. at 7pm at the same place we had 
our first service when we came back to Fallbrook and the Bishop led the way. 
We will meet again at the school Library of St. Peter's school to begin our Lenten Discipline 
and prepare for our return to Jerusalem! 
Love and Prayers and always in Christ,      Fr. Wayne+       

The Rev. Canon Wayne F. Sanders +     

Wednesday, February 6th is Ash Wednesday and our service will be held at  St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church in the  School Library starting at 7pm.  We met there last year.  It was 
suggested that everyone be early as the Catholic’s are also having meetings and parking will 
be at a premium  

February 8th and 9th...THE 34th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
in Palm Springs at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church.  The theme is “EMPOWERED FOR MIN-
ISTRY”  A new and important offering this year is the Spanish Translation equipment that will 
be available free.  Fr. Steve Wendfeldt will be installed as our new Canon To The Ordinary 
for Mission Development.  
Representing St. John’s as delegates will be Patty Campbell and Jane Millsap.   

LENTEN SERIES..”THE SPIRITUAL QUEST’  will begin at our Soup Supper & Bible 
Study which has been renamed “DESERT & COFFEE BIBLE STUDY” will be at St. Peter’s 
Church conference room each Wednesday. 7pm on the 13th, 20th, 27th, March 5th and 
12th.  Don’t miss this exciting and enlightening time of learning and sharing time together.   

February 13th,  Wednesday, The next Vestry meeting will be held  after the Lenten series.   

February 17th, Bishop Mathes will be at St. John’s to Celebrate and attend our An-
nual Meeting.  We will be voting on three (3) new members for the Vestry at the meeting.  
They are:.  Arthur Brown...Mary Mazy   Jane Millsap 
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When I told our editor, Jane Millsap, that I couldn't think of a good subject for my February War-
den's Words, she told me, " Valentine's Day is coming, why don't you say something about it." Well, that 
particular day has never been one of my favorites, for I still blush when I think of having to exchange Val-
entine's Day cards with all of the kids in my grade school class. How do you send one of your buddies 
something with a big red heart on it? Or, what is one of the little girls in class going to say when she re-
ceives a card from me saying something “mushy" like, "Be My Valentine, I Love You." Oh, I solved the 
problem. I exchanged cards, but never signed them. But now, to please Jane, I recognize that I have to 
just get over my childhood traumas, and say to everyone at St. John's" I Love You." It's true, not just on 
Valentine's Day but every day of the year. After all this time, Christ now gives me the courage to say it.  

On a more businesslike note, I do have something else to say in advance of our Annual Meeting, 
February 17. It is simply a big THANK YOU! to our outgoing Vestry members; Patty Campbell, Gail 
Jones, and Carol Pearson. They are among the most talented and motivated Vestry partners with whom I 
have ever served, and they have been God's gift to St. John's in its spiritual renewal. I cannot say that I will 
miss them, because actually they will return to serve in Vestry support positions which make use of their 
special talents.Patty will become Clerk of the Vestry, Gail, the Communications Director, and Carol, the 
Church Treasurer. This, combined with the fresh enthusiasm and expertise of our new members; Arthur 
Brown, Mary Mazy, and Jane Millsap, will make our 2008 Vestry a true powerhouse. I urge you all to 
attend worship on February 17, to greet our beloved Bishop Mathes, to congratulate our incoming and 
outgoing Vestry members, and to hear how you all worked together in 2007 to make St. John's Episcopal 
the church it is today.  

Thank you,   
Dale New  Senior Warden 
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FEBRUARY 2008  

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Date    1st Lesson Psalm     2nd Lesson  LEM 

 

Feb. 3        Gail Jones  Gail Jones     Jane Millsap  Keith Goard 

              Exodus 24:12-18             99               Philippians 3:7-14    

 

Feb. 6         Dale New  Dale New Rebecca Brown  

Ash Wed.    Joel 2: 1-2,12-17 103: 8-14                2nd Corn.5:20,6-10   

 

Feb. 10          Keith Goard  Keith Goard Rebecca Brown  Jane Millsap  

     Genesis 2:15-17,25:3-7      51:1-13  Romans 5:12-19    

 

Feb. 17     Frankie Schwenderman    Farankie Franya Sidoroff    

    Genesis 12:1-8  51:1-13  Romans 5:12-19    

 

Feb. 24   Rebecca Brown Rebecca Patty Campbell   

   Exodus 17:1-7   95: 1-6 Romans 5: 1-11   

   

Psalm is read by the First Reader    

   

Prayers of the people are led by the 2nd reader  

  

FEBRUARY 2008 
FLOWER AND REFRESHMENTS  

Date  Flowers   Refreshments   

 

Feb. 3  Sue Ortler   Carol Pearson   

 

Feb. 10 Patty Campbell  Keith Goard    

 

Feb. 17 Ruth Mowat   Franya Sidoroff   

 

Feb. 24 Mary Mazy   Mary Mazy    
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                      MEET   FRANKIE  
SCHWENDERMAN 

Frankie was raised a Southern Baptist, a Preachers 
daughter, very strict.  It didn’t work for her, it wasn’t 
open minded enough.  She was on a spiritual search 

for years by studying and reading about different religions and cus-
toms.  There was a friend that needed help in their office so she went to 

work for them..  They were very genuine and for Frankie this was part of the 
open mindedness she was looking for at the time.  She never thought about 

joining any religion.  She found St. John’s by accident and it was a 
blessing for her.  She stayed three years at the old St. John’s and 
came to us because of the welcoming she received.  She is VP of JWS 
Drilling, is married and has a daughter and granddaughters.  She 
loves having an extended family, and she admires Fr. Sanders.  She 
plays the piano and would like to do more in the church.   

MEET SUSAN ORTLER  
Susan is a cradle Episcopalian and was at-

tending the old St. John’s since 1992.    
She was born in Washington state and 

moved to southern California.  She went to school 
at Costa Mesa High School in Northridge.  and went 
to college in Berkeley.  She is married to James and 
they have 3 children and 4 great grandchildren.  The 

most important part of church for Susan is the Eucharist, then the fel-
lowship and the tradition.  She comes to church to be energized, to be 
able to move on through the week keeping her family healthy. 
     Susan lives a prayer life, prayer is the mainstay in her keeping a 

good balance for her own spiritual health.  She prays with the expecta-
tion that her prayers will be answered.   

Her vision for St. John’s is to be a dynamic force in the community.  We  
have the tools, the imagination, the willingness and the organization to 
accomplish much.  She has thought a great deal about the split, maybe 

there is a reason, God only knows. Will we be ready to serve when the 
time comes?  She will keep praying and expecting an answer.  
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The oldest Episcopal Church in the world is where I went to church last Sun-
day. Christ Church in Philadelphia, begun in 1727 and finished in 1744, was just 
down the block from the charming bed and breakfast where I was hanging out for 
the American Library Association’s Midwinter Conference. A friend and I strolled 
over for early services just in time to hear the bells pealing in the steeple that was 
financed by lotteries managed by Benjamin Franklin. Other familiar folks were early 
parish members: Andrew Hamilton, Betsy Ross, George Washington… There are 
seven signers of the Declaration of Independence buried in the churchyard, and the 
baptismal font they still use was the one from which William Penn was baptized. 
Unfortunately the interior was obscured by a network of pipes for the current recon-
struction project, but it was high and square and white and full of light. And full of 
joyful worshippers, with many young families.   

As we sat in a big square pew and enjoyed the prelude on the mighty organ, 
we read the history of Christ Church, and I felt very proud to be a member of a 
church body that even from its beginnings challenged injustice. “On July 4, 1776, 
Christ Church publicly banished King George’s name from divine worship, an act as 
dangerous as signing the Declaration of Independence.” Later, it came to be called 
“’the mother church’ for its instrumental role in organizing the Episcopal Church af-
ter the Revolution from the shattered Church of England…showing that a Church in 
one nation could be independent yet still in communion with the Church back in 
England.”   

And here we are, still fighting those battles with courage! As the priest be-
gan with the dear familiar words, “The Lord be with you…” I felt that Christ Church 
and our own St. John’s may be separated by centuries, but we have a common his-
tory of standing together for what we believe.  

--Patty Campbell  
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ALL ABOUT  ST. JOHN’S FAMILY    

February will be a month filled with activities for our church and if you have any time to send 
Isabella Deborn, Frankie Schwenderman’s 6 yr. old granddaughter, a Valentine do consider this 
outreach project.  Frankie has given us a more helpful report recently about Isabella’s condition and 
she is at home presently.  The address is 1078 Peaceful Lane, San Jacinto, CA 92582.  

Peggy and Ken Johnson have their grandson visiting for a week between school terms.   
However, Peggy is working on two projects with her committee.  They will be doing a Valentine 
remembrance for patients at the Skilled Nursing Facility.  Then of course Peggy has her menu for 
Bishop Mathes visit all in place and it sounds very special.  

Both Patty Campbell and Kathy Wood have returned from trips to share some ideas on 
churches they visited.  Patty was in Philadelphia (see article on page 6) recently and will tell the his-
tory of the church which impressed her.  You may have seen the photos Kathy had on display two  
Sundays ago.  

Mary Mazy and her husband had a relaxing two week trip in January touring in Arizona and 
New Mexico.  With Mary’s schedule we know she appreciated having some solitude.  

Tyler Pearson was enthusiastic about his trip to Denver to attend a Lutheran Church confer- 
ence for your people, while he was home for the holiday break.  They had some volunteer work to 
do but also had time for winter snow sports.  Now Tyler is back at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and we 
look forward to seeing him on his next break.  He came to our rescue with his guitar one day while 
Kathy and Steve were on vacation.  

If you were not in church the Sunday we made the announcement about former members 
Don and Marilyn Luck phoning with the news they had met Bishop Mathes at the Ordination ceremony 
for the new Bishop of Nevada,  we want you to know they truly enjoyed being able to talk with Bishop 
Mathes for they have been sympathetic to our cause.  Presiding Bishop Kathryn Jeffers Schori was 
also in attendance, since she was the Bishop of Nevada prior to her elevation to Presiding Bishop.  
We have photos which we will post on the bulletin board at church.  

We found out that Susan Ortler (see story on page 5) had a bonus on her holiday vacation 
for she was able to see her grandson for the first, he was born in Switzerland.  

Our Senior Warden, Dale New and his efficient wife, Marion (aka The Church Lady) were 
away on a business trip and we missed them.  

Jane Millsap gave a Surprise 85th Birthday party for her husband, Penrhyn.  There were 
about 50 people there to wish Pen a happy birthday.  He was shocked to say the least, especially 
when his youngest son showed up for the day from Missouri.  There were many people from Pen’s 
church, Community Baptist, several from St. John’s, and members of both Jane and Pen’s families.  
Pastor Art Blodgett and his wife Debbie spoke with Patty Campbell and it was discussed about having 
a joint pot luck with both churches sharing.  We all thought that was a great idea. 

See you around church. 
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ALL ABOUT YOU AND ME AND SILVER 

Malachi 3:3 says “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.” 

  This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study and they wondered what this statement meant 
about the character of God.  

One of the women offered to find out the process of refining silver and get back to the group 
at their nest Bible Study.  

That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him at work.  
She didn’t mention anything about the reason for her interest beyond her curiosity about the process 
of refining silver.  

As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up.  He 
explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames 
were hottest as to burn away all the impurities.  

The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot; then she thought again about 
the verse that says; “He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver.”  She asked the silversmith if it was true 
that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was being refined.  

The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but he had to 
keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire.  If the silver was left a moment too long in 
the flames, it would be destroyed.  

The woman was silent for a moment.  Then she asked the silversmith, “How do you know 
when the silver is fully refined?”  

He smiled at her and answered, “Oh, that’s easy —when I see my image in it“  

If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, remember that God has his eye on you and will 
keep watching you until He sees His image in you.  

This very moment, someone needs to know that God is watching over them.  Remind them.  

“Life is a coin.  You can spend it anyway you wish, but you can only spend it once.” 
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St. John’s celebrates with you on your birth. 

Look with favor we pray, on your servants  

Tyler Pearson 14th  

Mary Mazy  24th 

     as they begin another year.  Grant that they 
may grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen 

their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  AMEN      

COGRATULATIONS TO YOU BOTH      

December 2007 

Dear St. John’s Family,  

Words cannot describe how much you have meant to me 
and to my family this year.  I would never have thought that we 

would receive even one Prayer Quilt...but let alone three!  First our Grandson Jake and  
recently Ian and I.  We cherish them!  They have been, and always will be a source of com-
fort.  

I was very grateful to Kathy and Fr. Wayne for visiting my property after the Sunday 
service several weeks ago.  I will always remember Fr. Wayne’s prayer as we stood in my 
driveway.  

We were thankful to Keith for coming by our rental to access some of the electrical 
problems.  Our landlord eventually called in an electrician to fix them.    

Receiving the Christmas gift basket after the December 16 Sunday service really 
made me teary eyed.  It contained many useful and practical items...all of them enjoyed very 
much.  A very nice card with a check enclosed was attached to the basket.  It was a very 
thoughtful gesture the Vestry made in wanting to pay our reduced Verizion bill.  It is very ap-
preciated since we have so many additional expenses right now.  

From the very beginning, all of you have been helping us with advice, research,  
offers of clean up, furniture, etc. and most of all prayers.  THANK YOU!! 
                               Love    Julie Peck 
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