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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Fallbrook, California
August 2008

Dear People of St. John's Episcopal Church,

Thanking all of you who have invited me or Kathy and me to your homes this sum-
mer. We have been blessed and are enjoying getting to know you a lot better. Please sign up
if you haven't done so because | hate to say this but, "Summer will be over soon" and | would
love to say | have been to everyone's home by October.

Our Beloved editor, Jane Millsap sent me a very funny email the other day about
someone stealing, "The Famous Painting". Her email set forth my summertime "Thought for
the Day." Someone once said that a pun is the lowest form of humor, but sometimes | too can
not resist when | hear a good one!

There once was a young man--a Puritan, somewhere around Boston in the 18th Cen-
tury-who had a great deal of difficulty remembering the various rules of conduct in his commu-
nity. He tried hard, but was constantly being ridiculed because of some breach of etiquette. In
desperation, he asked an older gentleman, also a Puritan, to teach him proper manners.

The task was challenging, and the older man's patience grew thin, as he had to re-
peatedly correct the young man for his awkward ways. Finally, on the way to church one Sun-
day, the younger man started into the building ahead of the older friend. He was stopped
firmly by him who then allowed a lady to go ahead of both of them. The younger man ex-
pressed his regret about walking in front of the older gent and the lady. The older gent lost his
temper. He shouted , "Can'st thou remember anything? How much easier can it be-
come?" Pointing out the woman who had just entered, he said, "It is | before Thee, except
after She!"

Pretty bad, | admit.

Does anyone remember when good taste reigned in our society? Anybody? Do you
remember when you could turn on the television when the kids or grandkids were around with-
out risk of embarrassment? When you could relax in a restaurant without being bombarded
with four-letter words from the next table? When movies left something--anything--to the
imagination. I'm sounding like an old fogey. But most of you know what | am talking about.
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Well Jesus was faced with similar cultural phenomena. The Pharisees had certain rules--not
of hygiene, but religious rules--concerning the washing of hands. Jesus was trying to get
them to change their focus to matters of greater importance. In Matthew chapter 15 verses
10 & 11 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. What goes into a
man's mouth does not make him 'unclean," but what comes out of his mouth, that is what
makes him 'unclean.™ He explains it further in verses 19 & 20: "For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are
what make a man 'unclean’; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him ‘unclean.

Now if | understand Jesus correctly, he is saying what come out of our mouths is a
reflection if what is in our hearts. It's a thought worth remembering. Let us be known for
speaking truth and not trash. Have a great and holy rest of the summer.

All my Love and Prayers to you and your loved ones,
Always in Christ,

Father Wayne+

“WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LIVE”

St. Peter’s Catholic Church

In The Community Room

The*Wednesday Night Live’ will resumein

September. More news about that later at church.
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BOOKLOOKING by Patty Campbell

Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know—and Doesn'’t
By Stephen Prothero. Harper One, 2007. $24.95, paperback $14.95.

Can you name the first book of the Bible? Most Americans can't. Is the Book of Acts
in the Old Testament? One quarter of Americans say yes. And what's more, ten percent will
agree that Joan of Arc was Noah's wife. With quotes from many scientific studies and sur-
veys, Boston University religious studies professor Stephen Prothero cites these and other
appalling facts to show that while we are a nation of believers—out of every ten Americans,
nine say they believe in God and two-thirds are church members--we are woefully ignorant
about what we profess to believe. “Two-thirds of Americans believe that the Bible holds the
answers to all or most of life’s basic questions,” he says, but most of them can't be bothered
to read it. And it goes without saying that they are also woefully ignorant of the beliefs of the
other four major world religions. To prove it, he offers readers a simple quiz on basic religious
facts he gives to his college classes. (Much to my embarrassment | missed five out of fifteen)

In the early days, the Bible and basic Protestant Christian beliefs were taught in
schools as a matter of course. But by the mid-nineteenth century, as the
population grew to include more Catholics and Jews, religious teaching
began to shy away from doctrine, where there were differences, and em-
phasize ethics instead, something all faiths could agree on. Misunder-
standing of the First Amendment—which prohibits the government from
endorsing any religion but not from teaching about it—further eroded the
S Study of the basic Book of Western civilization, until we became a nation
of religious illiterates.

Prothero offers an illuminating discussion of the many statements by the Supreme
Court that the teaching of religion is constitutional, and he makes a convincing case for re-
quired classes on the Bible and comparative religion in every high school. He follows this with
a 107-page “Dictionary of Religious Literacy” that lists and describes at some length charac-
ters, people, places, beliefs, ideas, and historical events from the major world religions, in-
cluding terms of current interest like “jihad,” “creationism,” “secular humanism," and “Christian
Coalition,” as well as the basics like “Jesus” and “the Seven Deadly Sins.” Have a fascinating
browse in this Religious Literacy Dictionary and then take the quiz—you'll undoubtedly beat
my score.




Page 4 THE ARK August 2008

BBV ST JOTS AL

Virginia Corison has been busy with family here and her son from Ten-
nessee has now returned home so quiet time has resumed for Virginia

Churchlady Marion New is back safely from her family reunion in Germany and that was a joyful
experience for her and for us to have her back in place. Whenever anyone is absent it leaves a
hole.

Norma Pearson has returned from visiting her daughter in Nebraska which also included trips to
Texas and Oklahoma to see other family members.

The other of the Pearson family, Larry, Carol and Tyler and the Nocon crew all traveled to Minne-
sota to visit Carol's 90 year old father and have a lively family reunion.

At times Rebecca Brown , a nurse mid-wife must work weekends but recently she had a weekend
business conference at an up-scale spa resort outside Tucson, Arizona. After her flowing reports,

Arthur was pleased to know Rebecca decided to book it for an up-coming wedding anniversary so
they can share relaxing together.

Peggy Johnson received a call from the Skilled Nursing Facility to express their gratitude for the
beautiful Forth of July table centerpieces with flags which were created solely by Gail Jones who
has an abundance of talent in decorating. Gail was planning to make a trip to Arkansas to visit her
friend Cindy Maka who has been our prayer list with cancer and is in the last stages..

Some very promising news from Frankie Schwenderman about granddaughter, Isabella Deborn
whose latest scan showed the cancer is gone and stem cell treatment will begin soon. This 7 year
old has been very courageous and could still use some messages of encouragement. Her address
is 1078 Peaceful Lane, Sa Jacinto, CA 92582. Some more good news for us is that Frankie is
changing her membership to our church.

August 14th will be the Symphony Pops on the Green at the Grand Tradition, with the San Diego
Symphony presenting the outstanding program. For tickets you may phone the Box Office at 760-
451-8644, also Major Market sells tickets. It is a special way to spend an evening with friends for a
picnic and relaxing to music offered b y quality musicians. continued on page 6
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continued from page 5

The church of the Holy Apostles in Manhattan was featured in a recent New Yorker magazine article
mentioning its soup kitchen and writers’ workshops. This church is 160 years old and was declared a
New York City Landmark in 1966. Itis not a large or wealthy parish in the Episcopal Church’s Diocese
of New York. Itis good to read positive messages about what our church is doing.

We were amused by a recent cartoon of a woman asking her husband if they had a mission statement.
Everyone seems to have them these days but one I really did appreciate was from the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration in Sisters, Oregon. It says all any church needs to do, Worship God,
Teach Jesus Christ and Minister to Our Community. Ah, brevity!

We had Leighton Goard graduating a year ahead of time so Leighton will be a senior this fall and will
have another several months to contemplate his future.

Former member, Jean Murdock reports that Grace Church in San Marcos is doing well following their
rector leaving. They are rebuilding membership and Jean gives us encouragement. Jane Millsap’s
son-inHaw Fr. Leland Jones (retired) has been preaching there lately, and her daughter Sheila Jones
is teaching Sunday School..

Prayers for all of our August travelers, and as always thanks to everyone who holds us together each
Sunday. Your work is observed and much appreciated. As always with love, JW

Amazing! You hang something in your
closet for a while and it shrinks two sizes!.

Skinny people irritate me!

Especially when they say things like,
"You know, sometimes times | just
forget to eat.” Now I've forgotten my
address, my mother’'s maiden name,
and my keys. But I've never forgotten
to eat. You have to be a special kind
of out of it to forget to eat!
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IT DOESN'T HURT TO HAVE A LITTLE BIBLICAL HUMOR ONCE
IN A WHILE....

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?
A. Ruthless.

Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.

Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A.. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew
out a little prophet.

Q.. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house down.

Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer
lived in Eden ?
A. Your mother ate us out of house and home.

. Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
. Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.

. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
. The area around Jordan The banks were always overflowing.

. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible?
. David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.

. Which Bible character had no parents?
. Joshua, son of Nun.

>0 >»0 >0 >0

Q. Why didn't they play cards on the Ark ?
A. Because Noah was standing on the deck. (Groan...)

PS. Did you know it's a sin for a woman to make coffee?
Yup, it's in the Bible. It says ... "He-brews"

KEEP SMILING!!!! GOD LOVES YOU BUNCHES AND BUNCHES!!!!
Friends are God's way of taking care of us.

....Faith, Hope &Love -- but the greatest of these is LOVE.

Corinthians:13
6
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HOW GOOD IS YOUR MEMORY?

Three old mischievous Grandmas were sitting on a bench outside a nursing home. About
then an old Grandpa walked by, and one of the old Grandmas yelled out saying, "We bet we
can tell exactly how old you are.” The old man said, "There ain't no way you can guess it,
you old fools." One of the old Grandmas said, "Sure we can! Just pull up your pants and
take off your shoes and socks and we can tell your exact age." Embarrassed just a little, but
anxious to prove they couldn't do it, he pulled up his pants and took off his shoes and socks.
The Grandmas asked him to first turn around a couple of times and to jump up and down
several times. Then they all piped up and said, "You're 87 years old!" Standing with his
pants pulled up his and in his bare feet, the old gent asked, "How in the world did you
guess?"

Slapping their knees and grinning from ear to ear, all three old ladies happily yelled in
unison--"We were at your birthday party yesterday !!

ANOTHER “WHO ARE THEY” QUIZ

Here’s some more “secret” information on the amazing folks in our parish. How many of them can
you guess? Answers on page 11. (no peeking)

Who is a Shriner?

Who is a great Southern cook?

Who else grew up in Hollywood?

Who was born in Germany?

Who teaches ballet?

Who travelled for two years with street performers?
Who has six brothers and a sister?

. Who drove a taxi for a living when they first came to San Diego? (This one’s really a
surprise)

9. Who had a business as a caterer and cooking teacher?
10—Who speaks and reads Hebrew?

© N A~ ODNPRE
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AUGUST 2008
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE YEAR A
Date 1st Lesson Psalm 2nd Lesson LEM
Aug.3  [Gail Jones Gail Jones Keith Goard Dale New
Nehemiah 9:16-20 78:14-20 Romans 8: 35—39 Franya Sidoroff
Aug. 10 [ Patty Campbell Patty Campbell Dale New Keith Goard
. |Jonah 2: 1-9 29 Romans 9: 1-5 Rebecca Brown
Aug. 17 [ Gail Jones Gail Jones Franya Sidoroff Rebecca Brown
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 67 Romans 11:13-15,29-32 Frankie Schwenderman
Aug. 24 | Dale New Dale New Rebecca Brown Frankie Schwenderman
Isaiah 51: 1-6 138 Romans 11: 33-36 Keith Goard
Aug. 31  (Gail Jones Gail Jones Keith Goard Franya Sidoroff
Jeremiah 15:15-21 26:1-8 Romans 12: 1-8 Dale New _

Psalm is read by the First Reader

Prayers of the people are led by the 2nd reader

1

“Let your light
shine before others,
so that they may see
your good works & give
glory to your Father

in heaven.”

Never take someone for granted
Hold every person close to your
heart
Because you might wake up one
day
And realize that you've lost a

diamond
While you were too busy collect-
ing stones.
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St. John’s celebrates with you on your birth.
Look with favor we pray, on your servants

Julie Peck 6th

Leighton Goard 9th

Bob Watson 11th

Rebecca Brown 17th

Norma Pearson 17th
Diane Roche 21st Franya Sidoroff 21st
Kathy Wikoff 21st Steve Jones 27th

Jan Reed-Massman 29th

as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and
grace and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

THE FRUITFUL EARTH

Are you being squashed by your squash? Plum tuckered
out by your plums? Been there with beans? If you have
extra garden bounty this month, don't let it go to waste!
Box it up and take it to the Fallbrook Food Pantry any day
before noon (Aviation between Main and Mission--look for
the sign on the gate). Or if you're too busy or too tired to
pick, call the Senior Center and they'll send out a crew to do it for you and take your un-
wanted produce to folks who need it. Or bring a box or two to church, and we'll

all welcome it with glad cries. (But don't forget to also bring a few small paper or plastic
bags for carry-away)

St. John's will take OCTOBER as our month of donations.
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From Our Bishop

July 16, 2008
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Greetings from Canterbury and the Lambeth
Conference for Bishops. | arrived yesterday in London
and spent the rest of the day as a tourist. There is
something humbling about touching places that have
seen so much history.

Tonight, we assembled as bishops for the
first time. While much of the session was orienting in
nature, | found myself looking at the vast and diverse
assembly. | also thought of Mary and Elizabeth, a bitter strife and the genius of Anglicanism to be
clear about essentials yet open to difference.

As | prepare to end my day, | pray that we who make up this communion can truly be part-
ners in the hope of the Resurrection. Leaning on the core of belief in Jesus, may we find ways to build
up the Body for the sake of Christ and the world he died to save.

Peace and agape, James R. Mathes Bishop of San Diego

DATES AROUND THE DIOCESE
August 9 Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training, Church of the Good Shepherd, Bonita, 8 am - 3 pm
October 11 Safeguarding God's People, St. Dunstan's, San Diego, 9 am -4 pm
October 25 Diocesan Ministry Day, St. John's, Chula Vista, 8:30 am - 3 pm

Do you ever feel bombarded with Saturday workshops and events? In an effort to respect your
Saturdays, we're streamlining our trainings this year by offering them all on this special Diocesan
Ministry Day. Stay tuned for more detailed workshop information. Please plan on bringing a team
from your congregation as there will be something for everyone!

February 6 & 7, 2009 Convention, Good Samaritan, San Diego

10
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MEXICAN JEWS

Two Jewish men, Sid and Al, were sitting in a Mexican restraint.

Sid asked Al, 'Are there any people of our faith born and raised in Mexico?'
Al replied, 'l don't know, let's ask our waiter.’

When the waiter came by, Al asked him, 'Are there any Mexican Jews?'
The waiter said, 'l don't know Senor, I'll ask the cooks.'

He returned from the kitchen in a few minutes and said 'No sir, no Mexican
Jews.'

Al wasn't really satisfied with that and asked, 'Are you absolutely sure?'
The waiter, realizing he was dealing with 'Gringos' gave the expected an-
swer, 'l will check again, Senor!" and went back into the kitchen.

While the waiter was away, Sid said, 'l find it hard to believe that there are
no Jews in Mexico, Our people are scattered everywhere.’

The waiter returned and said, 'Senor, the head cook said there is no Mexi-
can Jews.'

‘Are you certain?' Al asked once again. 'l can't believe there are

no Mexican Jews!

'Senor, | ask EVERYONE,' replied the exasperated waiter, 'All we have is
Orange Jews, Prune Jews, Tomato Jews, and Grape Jews.

Answers: from page 7 Quiz

games.....without games....

As you see nothing is final yet, but all
will be announced at church this month.

|
IN THE WORKS! 1.—Victor Baker
2.—Frankie Schwenderman
. ] 3.—Emory Thurston
In the planning process is a get to- 4.—Marion New
gether with two churches for a day 5.—Jackie Thurston
out...Picnic ,....BBQ....Beach Party.....with 6.—Patty Campbel
7.—Kathy Sanders

8.—Fr. Sanders
9.—Peggy Johnson, of course

10.—David Shore (Patty’s hus-
band)
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