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St. John’s
Episcopal
Church
Fallbrook, CA

MANY VOICES, MANY FACES

Over the past few weeks, St. John’s Episcopal Church has been blessed with
the gift of different voices and different faces in your pulpit and at your altar. These
new voices and faces have been the voices and faces of your sisters and brothers
from the family of God of the Diocese of San Diego. As each new priest joined you in
worship, they brought with them the love, caring and presence of faithful Christians
who are part of your journey of faith.

Each time a new face and a new voice comes to join the voices and faces the
faith community, that community is enriched and changed. Welcoming and nurturing
the stranger in our midst, encouraging them in their walk in faith, and inviting them into
the ministry of Jesus Christ is a privilege as well as a responsibility.

St. John’s Episcopal Church has shown itself to be that welcoming and nurtur-
ing community faith inviting others to walk with Jesus, to know Jesus more and more
and to be led by Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith. Many others are hungry
for God’s love, for that peace only God can give.

As the brightness and warmth of the sun of summer continues, may you bring
the brightness and warmth of the Son of God to the faces of new people who will join
in your journey of faith. May their voices join with your voices in prayer and praise and
in proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world so in need of God’s love.

Blessings,

oY
Jenny il b

The Rev. Canon Jenny Vervynck A
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WORDS FROM YOUR WARDEN

Many parishioners have asked me for an update on the legal pro-
ceedings which have been undertaken to help us recover the patrimony of
St. John’s Episcopal Church. Well, the best way to summarize the state of
these proceedings is that they are “moving forward.”

First, the unfavorable ruling in our initial lawsuit questioning the au-
thority of St. John’s former Vestry to vote to leave the Episcopal Church has
been appealed to a higher court, Division Four of the Fourth Appellate Dis-
trict Court of Appeal. Filed only recently on June 18, 2007, | have no infor-
mation yet on a response to the appeal from either the defendants or the
Court.

Second, on the same date, June 18, The Episcopal Diocese of San
Diego filed suit against the nonprofit religious corporation, whose congrega-
tions presently occupy the church properties once used for worship by the
Episcopal parishes of St. John’s Fallbrook, St. Anne’s, Oceanside, and Holy
Trinity, San Diego. This lawsuit asserts that the Episcopal Church is a hierar-
chical church, and that as such, the diocese and parishes belonging to it are
bound by its authority.

Moreover, that according to its cannons (laws), all property held by a
parish or mission is held in trust for the National Episcopal Church and the
diocese in which it is located. As a result, no parish or mission can unilater-
ally sever its ties with the National Church and Diocese and appropriate the
property and assets for its own use.

Again, we do not yet have a response from the legal counsel repre-
senting the defendants. It is certain, however, that their reply will be tem-
pered by the wonderful news that in June 2007 the Episcopal Diocese of Los
Angeles won its appeal of an earlier unfavorable ruling in a similar lawsuit
which it brought against St. James Parish in Newport Beach, California.

continued on page 3
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continued from page 2

In a stunning 77-page unanimous opinion, the judges of Division
Three of the Fourth Appellate District ruled that the property of St. James
was in fact held in trust for the Diocese and the National Church, and that
while the congregation was free to leave the Episcopal Church, it could not
take the church property and assets along with it.

Our legal counsel has advised us that this decision may be appealed
to the California Supreme Court, but that at that level there is no guarantee
that the Court will hear the case. If it chooses not to do so, the decision will
stand.

As the wheels of justice roll slowly on, | will do my best to keep you
informed of our progress in the legal arena. For now, however, | pray that we
will all continue to focus on the work God has given us to do, both as indi-
viduals and as a congregation.

As always, | remain tremendously proud of all that you have
accomplished.
Your Servant, Dale New, Senior Warden

Thank you B To all of our family who pledged
for being , /7/ 4 e Ia;t September an_d havg been very
faithf -' g:»‘i*ﬁ faithfully current with their contributions,
a u/@, i ;A the vestry thanks you.

e The job of the vestry is the
] business of the church, and when the
,'L@ pledges are up to date it makes that job
easier and can proceed with our plans
by staying within the budget.

Great job!!! Thanks!!

with your pledge
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BOOKLOOKING
By Patty Campbell

MEETING WISDOM
by Brian L.
(Los Gatos, Meeting Wisdom Publishing)

Following the Alcoholics Anonymous practice of using
only first names, the author of this little gem of a book has pulled together
some of the most pungent aphorisms of the twelve-step programs, brief
word-bullets that are often sudden shocks of understanding and new in-
sight, not just for those struggling with alcohol, but for all of us struggling
with life. It's a book to keep on your desk, to flip through from time to time
for inspiration and encouragement. Or just to open at random for a
thought for the day. The twelve-step programs are God-centered, and
many of the sayings go straight to the heart of our faith. Here are some of
my favorites:

If you want to know what your character defects are, look at the people
you dislike.

God always gives us the answers that we need when we are willing to
listen.

Whenever you have a problem, you can always find your fingerprints on
it.

Don’'t compare your insides with other people’s outsides.
Now is where God is.

Holding on to resentments is like taking poison and expecting the other
person to die.
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Aimed at the Ladies in our midst
(Gent’s inspiration welcome!)

THIS APPEALFOR

both New or Proven Oldies, aimed at further en-
hancing the FABULIOUS FELLOWSHIP we've

FORGED within our Church Family.

Maybe these “lazy” summer days of
July will afford us some free time
(?) to encourage our creative
thinking!

Suggestion:

Write ideas down as they occur. We
will arrange an informal August get-together to sort, and select a
schedule beginning in the fall.

For questions (or encouragement), feel free to call us at anytime.
Thank you,
“The Brain Drainers”!

Gail Jones at 723-3292 & Peggy Johnson at 723-4467
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The Altar Guild Book

Source: ~ Barbara Gent & Betty Sturges

Altar Guilds as the Episcopal Church has known them developed in the late nine-
teenth century, a natural outgrowth of what had been from the beginning an exclusively male
world. In the early days of the Church, when followers of Christ gathered in private homes to
break bread together and share their memories of him, presumably the head of the house-
hold provided whatever was required for the meal. As Christians multiplied and needed lar-
ger buildings in which to meet, certain people were given the ministry of caring for these
places, and the worshipers themselves provided the food for the meal (and for their leaders
and the poor, besides). By the fourth century, the parochial ministry as known today had
been generally established, and for hundreds of years thereafter the lesser clerics (later
called sacristans) were responsible for everything that is now considered "altar guild
work." A sacristan supervised the sacristy and all the paraphernalia of worship, prepared for
services and did the church housekeeping as well.

In the early church of England altar care was also the task of lessor clerics such as
the sacristan and verger in the cathedral and the clerk (cleric) in the parish. Years later lay-
men became the sacristans and eventually women were included in this ministry.

Sometime in the nineteenth century, women became assistants to sacristans, at
least in the Anglican part of the Church. By the turn of the twentieth century they were begin-
ning to organize into "altar guilds,” and in most places in the United States they assumed the
sacristan's duties themselves under the guidance of their priests. Throughout this century
women have predominated in altar guild membership. Until the 1970s this channel was the
only one through which they could serve God at the altar. Occasionally, however, men have
proved to be as helpful to women in altar guilds as women once were to the sacristans, and
since the 1980's men have been taking part in increasing numbers. Once again, the decora-
tion of the church and preparation for worship is becoming a joint lay ministry.

Altar Guild Prayer
Almighty God, grant we beseech you, that we may handle holy things
with reverence, and perform our work with such faithfulness and devotion
that it may rise with acceptance before you and obtain your blessing.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen
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REMEMBERING AN ANGEL

P~ ‘\ OUR HAYLEY WATSON
“?‘ We wish to thank everyone for their prayers and message
ﬂé‘u of condolences on the death of our 15 year old granddaughter,

B Hayley Watson.

&= Hayley and two of her friends, plus the youth leader’s wife were
the victims of a head-on collision as they were returning from a

work project for the youth of First Presbyterian Church of Upland, a group

Hayley had belonged to since the fourth grade.

Others who have our deep appreciation are the churches of Upland
who provided everything for each memorial service. With around 500 people
at each service, this was a huge effort in cooperation. Also the firemen and
highway patrol officers, some of whom we understand were at the accident,
who attended each service to form an honor guard. To our clergy, Bishop
Mathes, Father Lief and of course Father Sanders, who called from his
vacation in Hawaii...those calls were important to us.

Haley was a good student with a keen interest in space and thought
this might be her field of study at nearby Harvey Mudd College. She was a
Girl Scout, on several All-Star soccer teams and a member of Assisteens,
a service group, and she loved animals and nature. So Hayley would be
pleased to know that two trees have been planted in her name in the Holy
Land. Our daughter, Beth’s co-workers had a star named for her, and the
beautifully framed plaque shows the precise location. Scientists tell us
there are more stars in the heavens than there are grains of sand on earth, so
apparently we can all have our own star.

Of the hundreds of messages, many spoke of how nice Hayley was
to everyone and of her deep faith. From her journal of her week on this
camping-service trip it was probably the best week she ever had. For her
family we must remember that.

Bob and Janet Watson
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ST. JOHN'S FAMILY NEEDS ?Tiﬁaﬂk?@{l’
THaNK

Just a small reminder =
T that there are a sign u 22 5 LY
/} . g p
\i\ lists for both Coffee Hour A very special thank you to our
~ goodies and Altar Flowers. wonderful friends from St. Stephens in
What is Sun City, They adopted us last fall

sending us a check with a wonderful
note saying St. John’s is in their prayers.
On Sunday July 15th, Rev. Janet

church without
flowers on the

altar or goodies Westall appeared during the service,
after church with with several of her congregation bearing
the fellowship? gifts, some on loan and some ours to

keep. What a welcome surprise!!

AUGUST 2007
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

1% Lesson Psalm 2" | esson LEM

Gail Jones Gail Jones Dale New Keith Goard

Ecclesiastes 1:12-23 Psalm 49:1-11 Colossians 3:5-17

Patty Campbell Patty Campbell Dale New Dale

Genesis 15:1-6 Psalm 33:12-15,18-22 [ Hebrews 11:1-16 New

Dale New Dale New Patty Campbell Frankie

Jeremiaj 23:23-29 Psalm 82 Hebrews 12:1-14 Schwenderman

Gail Jones Gail Jones Jane Millsap Jane

Isaiah 28:14-22 Psalm 46 Hebrews 12:18-19, 11-29 Millsap

Prayers of the people are led by the 2nd Reader

CUT THISSCHEDULE OUT AND PUT IT ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR ASA REMINDER
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APERSON LEARNS WHAT THEY LIVE

If a person lives with criticism
They lean to aackm
If & person lives with hostility,
They lean to figt.
If a pasn lives with ridale
They lean to fed qilty.

If a pasn lives tdeae
They lean to be etiat.
If a person lives encouragement,
They lean aoficke
If aparsm lives pase
They lean to gyredae
If a prsn lives farmes
They learn campessan
If a person lives security,
They lean to hae fath
If a person lives approval,
Trey lean to like thensdhves
If @ person lives prayer,
They have Christ in their midst.
If a parsn lives aotane ad loe,
Trey fird loe in thar warld

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE”

AUGUST 1st —
o: 30pm—8pm

St. Peter’s Catholic Church

In The Community Room

After adelicious|CE CREAM
special beginning at 6:30pm, we will
gather around much likethey did in
the early church and talk about what
the Prophets of old, Jesus and the
apostles said about life and apply it
totoday. Wewill takethe L essons
from thefirst Sunday in August .
They are Ecclesiastes (1:12-14: 2 (1-7)
(18-23) 2nd Colossians (3:(5-11) 12-
17) Luke (12: 13-21)

| think it isimportant to end
on time at 8pm so however far we
have gotten with the lessons we will
close with a prayer and thank every-
onefor their sharing of the Word,
something we do not usually do on
Sunday in our tradition.

Fr. Wayne
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Our “Rector Emeritus "Fr. David
Fenton and wife Jean, have had two
meetings with former St. John’s
members.

On Mother’s day they met for brunch
with Bob Hargeaves and his wife
Mary. who generally attended the

8 am service. They have resided in
Oregon for many years. Then very
recently Don and Jackie Corbett drove
from their new home in Grants Pass to
visit with the Fenton's in Eugene,
Oregon. In August Jean and David
Fenton plan to have a visit with the

Corbett's and will perhaps be able to hear Don play the organ at the Episcopal

church there.

ST. JOHN’'S EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY IN ACTION




